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Since the first baby has been born as a result of in vitro fertilization (IVF) in 1978, millions of 
babies have been born worldwide with this method. There are great differences between 
countries in the techno-political culture of IVF. A relevant aspect of a society’s IVF culture is 
how the embryo is viewed, and what ethical frameworks are used in the decision-making with 
about embryos. In an era where delegated biopolitics characterizes many societies, there is a 
range of decisions that patients can make, - or regarding which they at least have some say in - 
which concern the fate of their embryos. Most previous research on how the embryo is viewed 
and the ethics involved, focused on countries where debates on the moral status of the embryos 
featured prominently in the public sphere. The current research investigates this issue in 
Hungary, where there is basically an absence of such a public debate. As part of the Infertility 
and the practice of assisted reproductive technologies research project, which is supported by 
the Hungarian Scientific Research Fund and the Hungarian Academy of Sciences, I focus 
especially on what ethical frames emerge and how in IVF patients’ accounts of their decision-
making on non-transferred embryos. Semi-structured interviews were applied to examine the 
research questions. Preliminary research results indicate that although interviewed patients 
relied on other ethical frames as well, the dominant ethical framework in their accounts was the 
therapeutical ethics frame.  
 


