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the municipal emergency services. The main research question that this
project seeks to answer is: What are the effects of the interaction between
gender and (information) technologies on the processing and sharing of
information? Related questions include:

i) In what ways do organisational gender dynamics influence use and
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The research conducted at the IAS-STS contained theoretical and best
practice analysis on open innovation concepts, especially user involve-
ment and experimentation in real life environments (i.e. realizing Living
Labs) and an assessment of the need of SMEs for open innovation and
especially for Living Labs. The main goal of the research was to deter-
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the innovativeness of SMEs.

The research focused on analyzing the effective and efficient modes
of user-involvement, interactive value creation and SMEs collaboration
related to Living Labs in order to increase the utilization of renewable
energy technologies. Living Labs, by involving end-users even at early
stages of the development process of new technologies are a break-
through opportunity to promote the usage of renewable energy. The goal
with the research is to create some base of a Hungarian-Austrian com-
parative analysis in the field of innovation, related to renewable energy
technologies. Therefore it looks for collaboration forms with users, inter-
active value production and innovation processes of Austrian companies
in the field of renewable energy. The analysis has the goals to map pos-
sible and pilot Living Lab activities in Austria realizing user-involve-
ment and interactive value production in the domain of renewable energy;
and to identify effective and efficient methods of user-involvement and
interactive value production, and its effects on the society and barriers to
overcome. Additionally the research aims to identify methods of inte-
grating user-feedbacks, and channelize outside knowledge into the inno-
vation process, identify barriers and related possibilities to overcome in
order to make the feedback integration process more effective.



**IF%/Y.B./13/Text/end-05 06.07.2015 1%5 Uhr Seite 246

246 About the Authors

Franc Mali
E-mail: Franc.Mali@fdv.uni-lj.si

Franc Mali is Professor in the fields of epistemology of social sciences and
social studies of science and technology (STS) at the Faculty of Social Sci-
ences at the University of Ljubljana (Slovenia). He lectures the following
courses at undergraduate and postgraduate level: Social and Ethical As-
pects of Modern Science, Epistemology of Science, Writing of BA thesis.
His recent research and expert topics are: social, ethical and legal aspects
of the progress of new emerging technologies, public understanding of
science, R&D and innovation policy, R&D evaluation, scientometrics, and
transfer of knowledge. He is the head of the Centre for Social Studies of
Science at The Faculty of Social Sciences. In addition, he was a visiting
research fellow at TAS-STS (2009 and 2004), at the University Bielefeld
(DAAD fellowship), the University Klagenfurt (Alpe-Adria fellowship in
1994), the Johannes Kepler University in Linz (Alpe-Adria fellowship
1992) and at the University of Vienna (1989). Since 1990, Franc has worked
as principal investigator on various basic and applied research projects
financed by the Slovenian Research Agency.

He was involved in various international research projects: PHARE
Multi-Country Programme in Higher Education, 5th CRE Academic Task
Force — Capacity Building and Human Resources Development Measures
for Higher Education, ESA Project International Network on Social Capi-
tal and Performance, 7 EU FP “Feasibility Study for creating a European
University Data Collection”, 7 EU FP “Ethics in Public Policy-Making:
the Case of Human Enhancement”, just to name a few. During the period
of 2013-2015, Franc is involved in the 7 EU “Synthetic biology — En-
gaging with new and Emerging Science and Technology in Responsible
Governance of the Science and Society Relationship”. He further partici-
pated as a member of external expert groups for the evaluation of higher
education and research institutions in various countries, including Latvia,
Estonia, Macedonia and Bosnia. Franc worked as an expert evaluator in
the 6 EU Framework Program. From 1999 — 2009 he was a board member
of SSTNET (The Sociology of Sociology and Technology Research Net-
work) at the European Sociological Association (ESA).

N o



**IF%/Y.B./13/Text/end-05 06.07.2015 1%5 Uhr Seite 247

About the Authors 247

In addition, Franc is a member of several other international profes-
sional associations: European Association for Study of Science and Tech-
nology (EASST), Gesellschaft fiir Wissenschaft und Technikforschung
(GWTF), Slovenain Sociological Association (SSD). He is the member of
the editorial board of the central EASST journal on Science and Tech-
nology Studies.

Selected publications

Mali, Franc, “Why an Unbiased External R&D Evaluation System is Im-
portant for the Progress of Social Sciences — the Case of a Small Social
Science Community’, in Social Sciences, 2013, 2, 284-297.

Mali, Franc, Luka Kronegger, Patrick Doreian and Anuska Ferligoj, ‘Dy-
namic scientific co-authorship networks’, in Scharnhorst, Andrea, Katy
Borner and Peter van den Besselaar (Eds.), Models of science dynamics:
encounters between complexity theory and information sciences, Heidelberg:
Springer, 2012, 195-232.

Mali, Franc, Toni Pustovrh, Blanka Groboljsek, and Christopher Coenen,
‘National ethics advisory bodies in the emerging landscape of respon-
sible research and innovation’, in Nanoethics, 2012, Vol. 6, No. 3, 167-
184.

Mali, Franc, and Blanka Groboljsek, ‘Daily newspapers' views on nano-
technology in Slovenia’, in Science Communication, Jan. 2012, Vol. 34,

No. 1, 30-56.

Mali, Franc, Luka Kronegger, Anuska Ferligoj and Patrick Doreian, ‘Col-
laboration structures in Slovenian scientific communities’, in Sczento-
metrics, 2012, Vol. 90, No. 2, 631-647.

Florian Muhle
E-mail: fmuhle@uni-bielefeld.de

Florian is a lecturer at Bielefeld University (Germany). He received his
PhD in sociology in September 2012. In his doctoral thesis Florian inves-
tigated whether and how (humanoid) machines, especially so-called em-
bodied conversational agents, can become social actors in computer-me-

N o



**IF%/Y.B./13/Text/end-05 06.07.2015 1%5 Uhr Seite 248

248 About the Authors

diated communication (CMC). Therefore, he conducted social-theoretical
reasoning as well as empirical research of CMC.

Florian was a Research Fellow at the IAS-STS from April to Sep-
tember 2012. Before, he spent the winter of 2011/2012 as a Guest Re-
searcher in Norway, where he worked at the Norwegian Research Centre
on Zero Emission Buildings in Trondheim. From 2008 to 2011, Florian
held a scholarship at the Research Training Group Automatisms at the
University of Paderborn (Germany). His research interests include science
and technology studies, media studies, social theory and qualitative re-
search methods.
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During his stay at the IAS-STS Florian worked on a start-up for a new
research project. The research project with the working title Drifting Ice
Floes: Enacting common knowledge of climate change aimed to analyse

i) the scientific production of knowledge about climate change and

ii) its transformation into public knowledge which can be distributed by
mass media.

For this purpose, the project aimed to follow drifting ice floes on their
journey from the Arctic Sea into scientific reports, their circulation within
a scientific organization onward into press releases for the public. In doing
so the research project connects reasoning from different research fields
like STS, media studies and Niklas Luhmann's theory of modern society.
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ability Management from the University of Lueneburg (Germany). After
graduating, Steffen worked as research associate for a car sharing orga-
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sity of Freiburg (Germany). Between 2007 and 2013, he was a research
assistant and PhD student in the Environmental Social Sciences depart-
ment of Eawag, a Swiss Federal Institute. From November 2011 to Feb-
ruary 2012, Steffen was a Research Fellow at IAS-STS (Manfred-Heindler
Grant). From July 2013 to December 2014, Steffen worked as a researcher
in the IFZ department Ecological Product Policy.

Steffen received his PhD in 2014 from Klagenfurt University. The
objective of his PhD thesis in science and technology studies (titled ,How
institutions shape technological innovation: The case of biogas®) was to
improve the understanding of the role of institutions and institutional
structures in the development of new technologies (using the example of
agricultural biogas technology).
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Project description

During his stay at IAS-STS (November 2011 — February 2012), Steffen
worked on the analysis of the institutional environment relevant for Styria’s
biogas development. Context institutions were mapped according to
their type (e.g. formal vs. informal institutions). This Styria-specific bio-
gas innovation history has a focus on institutional influences — although
strategic moves of actors and non-institutional developments are also in-
cluded — where they are necessary to explain the development observed.
The analysis was primarily based on the perceptions of experts and bio-
gas professionals in the federal state of Styria. However, a broader variety
of sources (reports, studies, professional magazines) was necessary in order
to live up to the challenge that institutional developments and effects in
the past may be difficult to track, especially in the case of informal insti-
tutions. To qualify this Styria-oriented case study, the biogas innovation
developments of the Austrian federal states of Upper Austria and Lower
Austria were integrated into the study. Overall, around 15 interviews
were conducted. Compared to the other two federal states, the biogas
innovation story in Styria shows different characteristics, which in turn
can be explained by differences in institutional context structures.
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Lech, an economist, sociologist and futurist, is the Director of the Center
of Impact Assessment Studies and Forecasting at Kozminski University in
Warsaw (Poland). He is a member of the Committee of the Future Studies
“Poland 2000 Plus” at the Presidium of the Polish Academy of Sciences,
a member of the International Studies Association and the International
Sociological Association as well as of the European Association for the
Study of Science and Technology. Additionally, Lech is editor-in-chief of
the interdisciplinary journal “Transformations”, published in Polish and
English.
Lech Zacher was Visiting Fellow at IAS-STS in summer 2012.
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Zacher, Lech, “Toward Democratization of Science and Technology Spheres.
Some Opportunities and Problems’, in Bammé, A. et al. (Eds.), Year-
book 2011 of the IAS-STS, Miinchen-Wien 2012: Profil, 165-187.

Zacher, Lech, ‘Are We Overcivilized? Toward (A) More Sustainable Fu-
ture(s)’, in Targowski, A. and M. J. Celinski (Eds.) (2013), Spirituality
and Civilization Sustainability in the 21st Century, New York: Nova
Science Publishers, 45-58.

Zacher, Lech, ‘Human and Societal Potentials for Transcending the Crisis
of Civilization’, in Targowski, A. and M. J. Celinski (Eds.) (2013),
Spirituality and Civilization Sustainability in the 21st Century, New York:
Nova Science Publishers, 59-96.

Project description

To better understand highly specialized contributions concerning various
dimensions and aspects of an information society, it is necessary to analyze
their general and particular contexts — including when researching about
ICTs to ensure systemic analysis. Lech’s project aimed to show that the
present world has been transformed into a “hybrid structure”, real and
virtual, which in turn has an impact on the development of ICTs under-
stood as embedded in this context. In his research, Lech analysed con-
text, including capitalism as a general framework, info-communication
technology etc., and different labels attached to these context (e.g. state,
global, turbo, hyper, technological, information(al), digital, cognitive,
flexible and regulatory as labels attached to capitalism). Classifying con-
texts and looking at their specific inherent rationalities, the project sug-
gested that contexts should be analysed in depth, especially as this could
be instrumental for policy-design, policy-making and implementation
on all levels of decision-making on ICT development and use. In addition,
the interdisciplinary approach as suggested by Lech could have additio-
nal theoretical value (explanatory, interpretative) as well as have some
predictive power.



