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Abstract: Driven by the urge to secure the credibility of their policy advice, scientific policy-advising 

bodies need to accommodate a plurality of different types of knowledge, values and interests in order 

to address complex society-environment interdependencies. How do policy advisers actually deal with 

plurality in practice and what difficulties and challenges do they encounter? In this presentation, I will 

use the PBL Netherlands Environmental Assessment Agency (PBL) as a case for exploring how a 

scientific policy-advising body accommodates a plurality of perspectives to inform evidence-based 

policy making on complex sustainability issues. The PBL is the Dutch national institute for strategic 

policy analysis in the fields of environment, nature and spatial planning. The type of knowledge 

produced by the PBL to inform evidence-based policy making on complex sustainability issues is 

principally of strategic nature. A systematic reflection on practices of strategic knowledge production 

at the PBL offers insight into the reflexivity of design, process and outcomes in response to various 

challenges encountered by PBL researchers in their attempts to accommodate a plurality of 

perspectives. Moreover, I aim to discuss conditions that may have influenced the degree of reflexivity, 

such as the policy closeness – affinity of a project to policy processes - or the role perception of PBL 

researchers. With this presentation, I hope to contribute to an improved understanding of the dynamic 

processes of policy advising to inform evidence-based policy making on complex sustainability issues. 


